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Foundation Awarded Grant to Increase  
College Completion Rates for Local Students 

New Program Will Support the Foundation’s Education Initiative 

Sacramento, Calif. (8/10/2015) — The Sacramento Region Community 
Foundation (the Foundation) announced today that it has been awarded a 
$75,000 planning grant from San Francisco-based College Futures Foundation. 
The grant will enhance the Foundation’s scholarship offerings with programs 
designed to increase bachelor’s degree completion rates among area students 
who are lower-income and traditionally underrepresented in higher education.  

The Foundation is one of seven community foundations statewide to receive a 
six-month planning grant from College Futures in preparation for a possible 
implementation grant to guide the Foundation’s work in this area over the next 
three to five years. The goal for the program will be to increase rates of 
bachelor’s degree attainment for Sacramento County student populations that 
are low-income and have historically low college success rates. Sacramento 
County students encounter lower levels of postsecondary educational 
opportunity and success relative to students in neighboring counties and the 
state of California as a whole.  

Through the partnership with College Futures, the Foundation plans to provide leadership and support 
for local organizations that are working to open doors and remove  institutional barriers to college 
completion that disproportionately affect low-income students, especially young men of color,  who are 
historically underrepresented in higher education. By offering strategic scholarships that close the 
financial gap to college completion, the Foundation and its partners will work closely with area youth and 
their families as they begin the college attainment process and will invite its fundholders to join in and 
help to sustain the scholarships and other services required to increase college graduation rates. 

Scholarships that foster successful completion of postsecondary goals promote equitable educational 
opportunities for area students—an essential tenet of the Foundation’s commitment to Preparing 
Students to Succeed in the New Economy, one of its four newly-launched strategic initiatives to create 
long-term regional prosperity.  

By emphasizing strong community partnerships and lasting solutions to the region’s challenges, the 
Foundation helps foster a thriving community exemplified by opportunities for all to live in a vibrant 
economy, benefit from a strong nonprofit sector, live with a sense of dignity, and flourish through the 
strength of regional diversity. 

To learn more, please contact Shirlee Tully at shirlee@sacregcf.org or (916) 765-9000. 

About the Foundation: Sacramento Region Community Foundation has been the trusted steward of 
charitable assets, a community catalyst for meaningful change and the advocate for shaping vital impact 
through philanthropy since 1983. As the center of philanthropy in the Sacramento Region, the 
Foundation's mission is to transform our community through focused leadership and advocacy that inspire 
partnerships and expand giving. Learn more at www.sacregcf.org. 
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