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Mission, Values, Vision
Our Mission

Partner with Us
We cannot create change in the capital
area alone. We rely on our fundholders
and other community members to be our
partners in this work, and there are myriad
ways to deepen our collective impact.
LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK

Our team is eager to learn what community
impact means to you. Please visit
www.sacregcf.org/respond to share your
insights with us, and stay abreast of the ways
we are working together to impact the capital
area by signing up for our e-newsletter and
following us on social media.
CONTRIBUTE TO THIS WORK

We make a greater impact by giving together.
Join our transformative work with a gift to the
Community Impact Fund, or donate to one of
our Strategic Initiatives that is most meaningful
to you. Learn more at www.sacregcf.org/donate,
or by contacting our donor engagement team at
(916) 921-7723.

on the cover: From Capital Area Promise Scholars to volunteers
who help feed the hungry, and from Yolo County families to regional
nonprofit leaders, our collective work is helping make a difference
throughout the capital area.
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Sacramento Region Community Foundation transforms our
community through focused leadership and advocacy that
inspire partnerships and expand giving.

Our Core Values
We…
… are strong leaders who move our community forward
… learn from others
… believe in taking measured risks
… share our resources and expertise
… respect all aspects of diversity in individuals and in
our community
… encourage actions that fulfill our mission
… are accountable to those who have placed their trust in us
… build and leverage assets that meet our donor’s wishes and 		
better our community
… focus our work to assure clarity and to maximize achievements

Our Vision
Sacramento Region Community Foundation is the trusted steward
of charitable assets, a community catalyst for meaningful change
and the advocate for shaping vital impact through philanthropy.
Our leadership and our work with others produces a thriving
community exemplified by opportunities for all to:
Reside and work in a vibrant economy
Benefit from a strong nonprofit sector
Flourish through the strength of our diversity
Live with a sense of dignity and self-worth

Dear Friend of the Foundation,
It is with pride and gratitude that we present you the 2017 Community Impact Report. We hope you find within these pages
inspiration from the lives that have been positively impacted by the Foundation through our fundholders’ giving and our key
initiatives, and data to affirm your confidence in the Foundation’s strong financial position.
In this report, you will see the progress we have made on the Foundation’s four Strategic Initiatives, all of which are gaining
momentum and are driving measureable systemic change. We continued our focus on expanding generosity and building nonprofit
capacity, addressing the gender and race gaps in access to higher education, streamlining the emergency food distribution system,
and working to see that our region’s diverse cultural and arts amenities are accessible to all. During 2017, the Foundation funded
programs aimed at achieving diversity, equity, and inclusion, and made grants to address pressing immediate needs. We convened
around compelling community issues, including our inaugural Summer Salons series for fundholders, and sponsored listening
sessions on how to more effectively support our region’s food and arts nonprofits.
Of course, none of this work would be possible without the generosity of our fundholders. In this report, you will meet some of
these generous donors who are working with us to increase their philanthropic impact, both now and for generations to come.
We also highlight the ways the Foundation can creatively work with our fundholders to convert non-traditional assets into charitable
funds. In 2017, the Foundation’s assets reached record levels thanks to strategic investments and gifts of nearly $14 million, while
the volume of grants and scholarships awarded exceeded $11 million.
We also celebrated our region’s generosity when the 2017 Big Day of Giving, led by the Foundation, raised more than $7 million
to support 600 local nonprofits. Since we launched the giving days in 2013, more than $23 million in unrestricted funds have been
raised to support the local organizations that do such important work.
As we enter our 35th year of operation, we are all profoundly grateful for your continued confidence and support as we work
together to transform this region through expanding philanthropy and strengthening our nonprofit sector. We welcome your
feedback on how we can enhance our role as your strategic partner in giving and look forward to working closely with you to
build on the progress we made in 2017 to achieve even more impact in the years ahead.

Linda Beech Cutler
Chief Executive Officer

Donna L. Courville
2017-18 Board Chair
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Engaging
Philanthropy
We know our donors’ reasons for
giving are as unique as they are,
so we are grateful to work with so
many generous fundholders to help
their philanthropy reflect their
interests, their values, and their
hopes for the future.

Making Giving a Family Affair
Being charitable is a family tradition for the Cueto-Prietto family: In the decade since
they opened their endowed and expendable funds at the Foundation, Jose Cueto
and Anita Prietto have made over 275 grants to their favorite nonprofits. In 2017, they
worked with their daughter, Antonia, to establish a third fund at the Foundation, the
ACC Fund, enabling her to carry on the family tradition of giving back.
At the Foundation, we are encountering stories like this again and again, as families
reflect on what matters most. They partner with us to help pass on their philanthropic
values to their children and grandchildren, leaving a legacy of giving and impact that
will last for generations.
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Giving Back in Unconventional Ways
Our donors care deeply about improving this community. In addition to giving through traditional methods, our fundholders are
increasingly exploring new ways to grow their charitable funds and increase the good they do in the Sacramento region.
Through gifts of publicly traded stock, mutual funds, tangible personal assets, and the opportunities like those highlighted below,
our donors partnered with us to give back using a variety of non-traditional assets of all sizes in 2017.

SMALL BUSINESS SALES

After selling their insurance
business, Owen and Renée Taylor
opened a Donor Advised Fund
to support their varied charitable
interests, giving back to the
region that supported their family
for decades.

IRA CHARITABLE
ROLLOVERS

GIFTS OF APPRECIATED
REAL ESTATE

Fundholders Mary Stephens and
Les DeWall used their Required
Minimum Distributions from
their IRAs to support funds at
the Yolo Community Foundation
that are meaningful to them.

From the sale of a property they
gifted to the Foundation, Belton
Mouras, Jr. and Dolores Ramirez
Mouras opened a Donor Advised
Fund to honor Belton’s father’s
legacy of helping animal services
organizations worldwide, as well
as other worthy causes in the
capital region and beyond.

MITIGATION CREDITS

The AKT Communities Fund
was enhanced from the
donation of mitigation credits
from the Angelo Tsakopoulos
family.
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Convening Power
By leveraging our wide-ranging networks, we lean into our unique power to bring people together.
In 2017, we created and embraced opportunities to build a better capital region by hosting an array of community
conversations. As both facilitator and stakeholder, we forged new alliances among diverse voices and learned from
their varied expertise to better guide our strategic investments and community engagement into the future.

FUNDHOLDER SALONS: IMMIGRATION, HOMELESSNESS, HUMAN TRAFFICKING

Facilitated dynamic learning opportunities for our fundholders by bringing them together with the experts who
address some of our region’s most pressing challenges first-hand.
FUNDER ROUNDTABLES: ARTS + FOOD SECTORS

Curated new models for engagement between nonprofit practitioners and the regional funders who support their work,
helping to shape and amplify overall social impact.
NONPROFIT NETWORKING SESSIONS

Connected 600 nonprofits with peer organizations, local businesses, and regional leaders
through workshops and events designed to fortify the sector’s strength.
STAKEHOLDER COLLABORATION: INCLUSIVE INNOVATION

Suported the engagement of hundreds of artists and arts lovers to drive the creation of
Sacramento’s new Cultural Plan through our partnership with the City of Sacramento’s
creative economy initiative.
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DURING THE DEVELOPMENT OF SACRAMENTO’S NEW CULTURAL PLAN, WE HELPED
CONVENE ARTISTS AND ARTS LOVERS AT DOZENS OF GATHERINGS LIKE THIS ONE,
HELD AT THE E. CLAIRE RALEY STUDIOS FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS.

WHEN FIRES STRUCK NEIGHBORING COMMUNITIES IN 2017,
WE MOBILIZED OUR EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUNDING TO HELP
PROVIDE IMMEDIATE AND LONG-TERM SUPPORT TO AFFECTED AREAS.

Responding Flexibly to
Our Community’s Needs
The Foundation is uniquely equipped to respond flexibly to critical needs throughout the capital region.
We have deep connections within our community, an understanding of the breadth of organizations
that serve it, and relationships with partners who can foster change within it.

Disaster Response
From floods to fires, communities adjacent to our region were devastated by natural disasters in 2017, leading us to activate
our emergency response funding procedures more often than ever before. As always, our donors responded to emergencies
with compassion and generosity, which served as a beacon for the grants we directed. Together with our fundholders, the
Foundation donated over $120,000 in support of on-the-ground disaster relief efforts and longer-term needs in communities
traumatized by disasters.

Meeting Time-Sensitive Needs
To address pressing needs throughout the Sacramento region, we granted $250,000 in Immediate Need Grants to
24 organizations in 2017, helping to support an array of programs that meet the urgent needs of our community, ensuring
our region’s nonprofits have access to funding that is quick, flexible, and substantial enough to make an impact.

AMONG THE VITAL NEEDS WE WERE ABLE TO FUND THIS YEAR,
THANKS TO OUR GENEROUS FUNDHOLDERS:
California FFA Foundation: Supported capacity building and financial literacy training
for members of the organization’s Board of Directors to improve organizational sustainability.

Community Against Sexual Harm: Expanded the local services available to victims of
sexual exploitation aged 18-21, an underserved population.
Only Kindness, Inc.: Helped enhance coordinated services for the homeless in El Dorado
County by funding the development of an effective data collection system.
Sacramento Area Congregations Together: Developed a regional network of faithbased organizations able to respond rapidly when vulnerable communities are threatened.
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Strategic Initiatives
for Lasting Impact
In 2017, we continued our work to strengthen the Sacramento region
by focusing on the underlying causes of some of our community’s
toughest challenges.
We partnered with sector leaders and policy makers to seed the movements that
are bringing systemic change to the Sacramento region — from fortifying the
nonprofit sector and strengthening the fragmented food system, to tackling disparate
educational outcomes and creating a cultural ecosystem that is inclusive for all.
Because of our unique ability to support the partnerships that can transform the
capital area and advocate for outcomes that are equitable and lasting, our Strategic
Initiatives are forging long-term solutions in the capital area.

Expanding Philanthropy
and the Social Economy
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Preparing Students to
Succeed in the New Economy

Transforming the
Creative Economy
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ARTS

ED U C ATI O N

FO O D

PH I L ANTH RO PY

Connecting the
Regional Food Economy

“ The partnerships we’ve built have made our Big Day of Giving
participation invaluable. Even after we put the unrestricted funds
we raise to good use, we continue to benefit from our collaborations,
and our entire community benefits, too.”
– Jeff Darlington
Executive Director, Placer Land Trust

THIS TRIMS OFF

Expanding Philanthropy
and the New Economy
A strong nonprofit sector benefits everyone. In a political and economic
landscape that can feel uncertain, ensuring the capital area’s organizations
have the tools to sustain their missions is among our greatest
responsibilities.
Together, our annual giving day campaign, Big Day of Giving, and GivingEdge, the online
nonprofit knowledgebase that powers it, continue to redefine philanthropy in the capital
area: In 2017, with the support of our capacity-building programming, nearly 600
organizations generated $7.2 million in a single day. This community-wide effort fortified
their collaborations with nonprofit colleagues, deepened their engagements with donors,
and strengthened their impact in our community.
Learn more at www.sacregcf.org/philanthropy

Big Day of Giving continues to
introduce donors to new causes
worth supporting: 30% of
donors gave to organizations for
the first time during Big Day of
Giving 2017, helping nonprofits
reach new audiences.
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Organizations that attended
our four capacity-building
bootcamps enjoyed an
astounding return on
investment in 2017: On average,
they raised more than
organizations that did not
attend a training, helping to
grow the $23 million total raised
by nonprofits during Big Day
of Giving since its inception.

Big Day of Giving connects
nonprofits to the community
at-large and to each other: 74%
of organizations report their
visibility in the community
increased since first participating,
and 76% feel a stronger sense
of connection to the local
nonprofit sector.

ARTS

ED U C ATI O N

FO O D

PH I L ANTH RO PY
AT OUR BIG DAY OF GIVING TRAININGS, STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
FROM PARTICIPATING NONPROFITS WORK TOGETHER TO GROW
THEIR COMMUNITY IMPACT.

“ You really have to know the Delta to be able to serve the Delta.
It used to be hard to get services out here, and there was no way
I could drive to pick up six palettes of food myself to help meet
the need, but these networks are making it possible.”
– Maria Rosales
Executive Director, South County Services

THIS TRIMS OFF

Connecting the
Regional Food Economy
The math is alarming: 240,000 people in our region have limited access
to food, but our emergency food system can only meet half of the need,
leaving thousands of people in our community hungry — many of whom
are not among the region’s “visibly” food insecure.
In 2017, our sustained partnership with Sacramento Food Bank & Family Services
improved the system’s efficacy and empowered its 220 neighborhood agencies to
collaborate more effectively to help close the food insecurity gap for good.

Our research revealed that many of the
agencies that distribute food to our region’s
vulnerable face tremendous operational
challenges: 40% track their services using
pen and paper, and 73% operate on less
than $5,000 a year.
Increasing access to fresh foods in underserved communities advances one of the
four goals to strengthen the food system that we identified in our comprehensive
research of the local food economy. Investments in our Healthy Food Economy Fund
will help ensure we can continue driving the solutions that are fostering a healthier
Sacramento region.
To learn more, visit www.sacregcf.org/food
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Armed with our research, five Neighborhood
Food Access Networks launched in 2017,
impacting 100,000 of our region’s most food
insecure. Emergency food distributors use
these networks to work together to build a
more effective and efficient system by sharing
resources and synchronizing delivery and
distribution schedules.

ARTS

ED U C ATI O N

FO O D
VOLUNTEERS AT SOUTH COUNTY SERVICES, ONE OF THE AGENCIES THAT
HAS BENEFITED FROM OUR NEIGHBORHOOD FOOD ACCESS NETWORKS,
PACK FOOD FOR DISTRIBUTION.

“ For me, college wasn’t part of my future, because
I didn’t have a way to afford it. But coming to the
Summer Institute and learning about the financial
aid that is available for me, and then receiving the
CAP Scholarship – that all helped make it possible.”
– Jonar
Capital Area Promise Scholar,
and Sacramento State Freshman

THIS TRIMS OFF

Preparing Students to
Succeed in the New Economy
Our Capital Area Promise (CAP) Scholars program unites people and
resources to advance the policies and practices that will lead to enduring
change for local students and ensure our region’s prosperity.
While we have decades of experience awarding the scholarships that help young people
succeed, we know scholarships alone aren’t enough. That’s why the CAP Scholars program
combines multi-year scholarships with
additional support and resources proven to
The first cohort of 120 college-bound Capital
help students enter and graduate from college.
From school climate improvements, to collegeand life-preparatory programming, to filling
the financial gaps that prevent students from
achieving their dreams, our comprehensive
approach continued tackling inequitable
outcomes in education by combining our
scholarship resources with sustained, highly
effective partnerships to improve the success
of local students.
Learn more at www.sacregcf.org/education
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Area Promise Scholars received $300,000 in
strategic, need-based scholarships to complete
their financial aid packages. Forty-five percent
of those awards were granted to young men of
color, who historically encounter the greatest
barriers to college success.

Over 100 students attended our second
annual Summer Institute for Capital Area
Promise Scholars, an immersive, two-day
college-readiness program at Sacramento State
that featured presentations from Sacramento
State President Dr. Robert Nelsen and
Sacramento’s Chief of Police Daniel Hahn.

ARTS

ED U C ATI O N
AT THE ANNUAL SUMMER INSTITUTE, SCHOLARS PREPARE FOR
COLLEGE WITH THE SUPPORT OF THEIR FAMILIES AND MENTORS.

“ We aren’t necessarily in the business of
making actors and dancers. We’re in the
business of making people better at what
they want to do, whatever they want to do,
through their engagement with the arts.”

THIS TRIMS OFF

Transforming the
Creative Economy

– James Wheatley
Founder and Artistic Director,
Celebration Arts

We are propelling the movement that is fostering a thriving, sustainable, and inclusive
creative ecosystem region-wide.
Our leadership is catalyzing innovation to help address many of the challenges facing the local arts and
culture sector, and is bolstering arts programming, training, and education that emphasizes cultural equity
and advocacy. Through our own grantmaking, and through our long-term collaborations with a broad
range of partners — artists and educators, community leaders and local funders — our work in 2017 aimed
to sustain the effort’s momentum into the future.
Learn more at www.sacregcf.org/arts

During the second year of our Transforming
the Creative Economy grantmaking, we made
significant grants to support 10 organizations
that are innovating, building capacity, and
fostering new audiences in response to the
evolving needs of our community.
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At a first-of-its-kind roundtable we hosted,
regional arts funders, nonprofits, and
community leaders explored the landscape
of local arts funding, and started the crucial
conversations that will steer collaborative
efforts moving forward.

Our significant investment in the
City of Sacramento’s cultural plan
has helped amplify the hundreds of
voices – from high school students
to seasoned professional artists –
that are steering its development.

ARTS
SACRAMENTO PHILHARMONIC & OPERA USED A GRANT FROM THE FOUNDATION TO PRIORITIZE ORGANIZATIONAL
SUSTAINABILITY IN 2017, ENSURING THE NONPROFIT CAN CONTINUE TO BRING THE ARTS TO NEW AUDIENCES
THROUGH PROGRAMS LIKE LINKUP, WHICH INTRODUCES YOUNG PEOPLE TO CLASSICAL MUSIC.

Growing Giving
Over the past five years, we have spurred philanthropy’s growth in the capital region.
Thanks to our generous fundholders and the success of our community’s collective efforts to increase giving — powered in part by
the programs of our Expanding Philanthropy and the Social Economy initiative — the Foundation continues to grow, ensuring that
we can continue doing good throughout the Sacramento region.

ASSETS

In 2017, the Foundation’s assets grew 14% through
generous gifts from our fundholders and the
investment returns on our well-managed portfolio.
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Through the commitment
and generosity of our donors
and partners, the Foundation
received over $9.5 million
in charitable contributions
in 2017, and processed
$4.3 million gifts during
Big Day of Giving through
the annual giving day’s
online giving portal.
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Together with our
fundholders and giving
day donors, the
Foundation made over
2,000 grants in 2017,
three-fourths of
which were awarded to
nonprofits serving the
four-county region.
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Fundholderand Foundationdirected grants
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Big Day of
Giving Grants

Education
$2,806,000

13%

Arts, Culture, &
Humanities
$822,000

12%

Health & Wellness
$798,000

5-yr average 2017

Gifts to the
Foundation

Big Day of
Giving Gifts

$1,500,000

11%

GROWING
SCHOLARSHIPS

$1,200,000

We awarded nearly
$1.5 million to support
students working to
achieve their dreams,
which includes the
120 scholarships we
awarded to the first
cohort of the Capital
Area Promise Scholars.

$900,000
$600,000
$300,000
0

42%

5-yr average 2017

8%
3%
1%
10%

Human Services
$713,000
Youth Development
$525,000
Environmental
$196,000
Animal Related
$83,000
Other
$685,000

GRANTS BY
PROGRAM AREA

For nearly 35 years, our donors
have supported organizations in
the Sacramento region across a
breadth of program areas.
For audited financial statements,
please visit www.sacregcf.org.

2018 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
THE FOUNDATION WELCOMED
THE FOLLOWING NEW FUNDS IN 2017:
ACC Fund
Barbara Hubbard Memorial Scholarship Fund
Belton Mouras, Jr. and Dolores Ramirez Mouras Charitable Fund
Burtness Prak Family Fund
Charlotte Wehrman Charitable Fund
Cornelius Family CRT Fund
Davis White Fund
Easter Seals Superior California Expendable Fund
Fo Pawz Foundation
Frank A. Pereira and Amelia K. Pereira Fund
Geoduchess Fund
Gloria Burt Sacramento Region Arts Fellowship
Hershey-Bateman Family Fund
J. Bronwyn Bateman Fund
Jennifer L. Kaye Hope Fund
John and Carolyn Amen Memorial Fund
Karun and Douglas Yee Field of Interest Fund
Lauren & Jerry Bailey Memorial Fund
Linda and Steven Merksamer Family Fund
Marti E. Ikehara Legacy Fund
Owen and Renée Taylor Family Fund
Ramona Burnham Scholarship Foundation
Raymond J. Cavanagh and Carl J. Steinauer Legacy Fund
Raymond J. Cavanagh and Carl J. Steinauer Unity Center Fund
Rogers Family Foundation
Runnin’ for Rhett Legacy Fund
Runnin’ for Rhett Short Term Savings
Syphax Family Foundation
Wertz Family Fund

Lodi Community Foundation
Lodi Adopt-A-Child

Donna L. Courville – chair

Attorney, Boutin Jones, Inc.

Martin Steiner – vice-chair
Partner, Hefner Law

Margie Campbell – treasurer
President, Ose Properties

Kate Stille – secretary

Co-Owner and Director of Marketing,
Nugget Markets, Inc.

Members at Large
Anker Christensen

Executive Vice President, Chief Financial Officer,
River City Bank

STAFF
Chelsea Fahr

Garry Maisel

Linda Beech Cutler
Chief Executive Officer

Director, Donor Engagement

Dennis Mangers

Priscilla Enriquez

Niva Flor

CEO, Western Health Advantage
Strategic Advisor to
Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg

Chief Impact & Strategy Officer

Jim McCallum

Dr. Linda Merksamer

Chief Financial Officer

Carlin Naify

Chief Marketing &
Donor Engagement Officer

William Niemi

Shelley Blackburn

Cassandra Walker Pye

Tina Bryce

Meg Stallard

Vasey Coman

Gary Strong

Amy Eubank

Community Leader
Community Leader

CEO, Niemi Development Partners, LLC
Founder, 3.14 Communications
Board President, Yolo Community Foundation
CEO, American Red Cross, Gold Country Region

Scott Syphax

Yolo Community Foundation

President, Syphax Strategic Solutions

Anonymous
Anonymous
Cone Family Fund
Sandronsky-Hirsch Family Fund

Clarence Williams

President, California Capital Financial
Development Corporation

Henry Wirz

Retired Business Professional

Kerry Wood

Senior Accountant

Grants & Scholarship Manager

Director, Grantmaking & Strategic Impact

Winston Hom
Controller

Jeannie Howell

Director, Nonprofit Ventures &
Strategic Impact

Katrina Stotelmeyer
Staff Accountant

Regina Vanzant

Administrative Coordinator

Marketing Manager
Program Manager,
Impact Systems & Programs
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T

he Sacramento Region Community Foundation was founded in 1983 to create a permanent pool of
charitable funds on behalf of hundreds of compassionate donors, ensuring that the important work
of community organizations can continue long-term.

• Area Served: El Dorado, Placer, Sacramento and Yolo counties, and the community of Lodi
• Status: 501(c)(3): an independent, tax-exempt public charity
• Number of Funds: Over 590 and growing
• Grants Awarded: Over $137 million since inception, more than any other local grantmaker

955 University Avenue, Suite A
Sacramento, CA 95825
916.921.7723
www.sacregcf.org

affiliates

WHY GIVE THROUGH THE SACRAMENTO REGION COMMUNITY FOUNDATION?
• We are a center of knowledge about effective, tax-smart charitable giving, and we offer highly personalized
attention to meet each individual’s unique charitable goals.
• Our donors decide where their gifts go, and we manage all the details, during and beyond their lifetimes.
• We organize our donors’ charitable giving and simplify record keeping. One donation to a fund at the Foundation
allows donors to give to multiple nonprofits over time with only one receipt to keep track of for the IRS.
• We are the affordable alternative to opening a private foundation; donors can open a charitable fund with a
minimum of $10,000 ($25,000 for a scholarship).
• We act as a buffer for unwanted solicitations and can even offer anonymity, if donors prefer to keep their
giving private.
• We can help donors to pass on their values to future generations through endowment, which is a perpetual
fund that will generate gifts to the nonprofits or causes of their choice – forever.
• We multiply the impact of our donors’ charitable funds by investing their contributions for steady growth,
creating community support that is directed according to their wishes.
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